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BUILD NEW DAM SYSTEM;

Wil REDUGE EREARLOWES IN ELECTRIC PLANTS

ROSSTROY DAM PROJECT UNDER WAY -- gofis, Izgrev, 10 Feb 51

Construction of the Rosstroy dam project on the Rossltsa River is now
under way between the villages of Gorsko Kosovo in Sevlievo Okoliya, and Bara.
The system will be the largest of its kind in Bulgaria and will include a
number of canals, the iayout of which has already been established. The wires
of the cable cranes are wound around two high metsl towers and the dam wall 1s
almost compieted. Work continues without interription even during the winter
months. At the suggestion of soviet speclalists who are cooperating on the
project, the wall has been constructed of dry masonry, wlth large stone slabs,
and the cracks are filled with smaller stones. No cement has been used, ex-
cept on the outer face. This method of conatruction is the most appropriate
Por the locel terrain, which is mot svbject to quakes or deterioration. The
entire project should be completed for operation before the end of 1953. It
will include a leke several kilometers, long which will permit the tcsm of
gevlievo to be reached by motorboat.

Two mochine towers will contain the complex machinery and the equipment
used to close and open the iron gates separating the canals. gaveral electric
power plants will be {nstalled behind the project.

The gtone quarry located at the western edge of the village of Gorsko
Kosovo is connected with the project by a Decauville indnstrial railroad,
which is now running on a 24-hour schedule.

The irrigation capals, vhich are Jined with concrete, start directly at
the dam and extend for several hundred kilcmeters, through a number of tunnels
and siphon pipes, one of which runs across the bottom of the Rossitsa River.
The canals extend as far as Turnovo Okoliya, and one of them to the valley of
the Osum River. Thus, the new dam system will irrigate several okolliyus.
These areas will undergo a complete change, becoming the most fertile and in-
dustrialized in the country. A number of enterprises are planned in the
region between the town of Pavlikeni in Pavlikeni Okoliya sul the village of
Bela Cherkva, to process the agricultirel products of the ares.
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CONFIDERTIAL 50X1-HUM

BITS POOR REPAIR WORK -- Sofis, Izgrev, 9 Feb 51

The main cause of the frecuent breakdowns in the Sofia electrical power
system is the tardiness and irregularity of essential repalr work on turbires,
generators, and bollers. For example, last year in the Kurilo thermal electric
plant, the repair plan was disregarded and repairs wndertaken only after the
appearance of breakdowns.

Many breskdowns are caused also by careleséness and poor handling of the
machinery. .

To eliuinate these fallures in future operations, a chart has been pre-
pared in every electric plant, establishing schedules for the overhauling
and monthly checking of boilers. All repairs will be carried out on fixed
dates. In addition, preventive checks will be made to esteblish the condition
of the equipment. Refresher courses will be held to improve the qualifications
of personnel, Some parts of the equipment will have to be repluced.

The vorkers of the sofia electric p&wer system have pledged to improve
their qualificetions and reduce breakdovns.
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